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Sex-madden'd men and sex-serving women,
Into some rapture where sweet fleshly love
Is as the air wherein a music rings.*'J

She refuses to appear before the king and sends back witfr
scant courtesy the messenger who has brought her the king's
command. The court poet himself appears before her and
praises her for her beauty. He explains to her the circumstances
in which the king's command is given, and the consequences,
that are likely to result from her persistent disobedience. Yet
she does not relent. King Ahasuerus consequently exiles her.

Vashti has a motive for her disobedience which the Bible-
does not account for. Abercrombie makes her the champion
of woman's claims. She upholds the point of view that woman
has also a part of her own to play in matters of love and that
she is not merely an instrument of man*s pleasure, but pleasure
itself. Unlike the bought women there, she does not accept
the idea that a woman's beauty pays for what she gets. Thus,
the Vashtian section reminds us of Tennyson's poem "The
Princess** where also this age-long question of woman's rights
and woman's sphere, is discussed. But Abercrombie follows
generally the Biblical story, though he effects minor modifi-
cations here and there, the most important of which being the-
finishing touch he gives to its conclusion. He presents the
vision of goddess of the power in women and of passion in
men, to the outcast queen. When questioned, Vashti explains.
to the goddess why she has refused the life given her :

"Because I will not woman should be sin
Amid man's life.   You gods have given man
Desire that too much knows itself; and thence
He is all confounded by the pleasure of us." *

So, she refuses woman's beauty also :
**I refuse woman's beauty!
Not merely to be feasting with delight
Man*s senses, I refuse; but even his heart.
I will not serve. Are we to be for ever

1 Ibid, p. 162.
*          p.174.